Decondensation of mouse sperm chromatin in cell-free extracts: a micromethod.
A micromethod is presented which makes possible the analysis of mouse sperm nucleus decondensation in vitro using very small volumes of cytoplasmic preparations, even smaller than 1 microliters. We show that cell-free extracts obtained from interphase HeLa cells as well as lysates from mouse eggs and embryos can sustain early stages of mouse sperm nucleus transformation, provided the sperm nuclear envelope is damaged or removed.